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RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT
AND RECEIVING THE WORD

Chuck Northrop

INTRODUCTION1

Because of the number of ways a person can sin against the Holy
Spirit, any study of this topic ought to be accompanied with serious-
mindedness and gravity. The greatest of care must be exercised. One
must cast aside frivolous attitudes concerning the Holy Spirit and listen
to what God says on the subject. Thus, as a person considers the gravity
of studying the subject of the Holy Spirit, a consideration of the sins
against the Spirit is in order.

First, a person can despite the Holy Spirit. Hebrews 10:29 says:
“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” The word
“despite” means “to treat insultingly.”2 It is not to simply insult, as
some versions indicate, but “to treat insultingly.” When a person rejects
God’s only means of forgiveness, he treats the Spirit of grace insult-
ingly.

Second, a person can lie against the Holy Spirit. Peter asked
Ananias: “[W]hy hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost,
and to keep back part of the price of the land?” (Acts 5:3). In the
following verse, Peter said, “[T]hou hast not lied unto men, but unto
God.” Please note that Peter called the Holy Spirit “God.” The Holy
Spirit is not simply some active force, influence, or principle. He is
Deity, a Person of the Godhead. What the lying Ananias attempted to
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do was an act of deception (i.e., keeping back part of his gift to God
while pretending to give it all).

Third, a person can resist the Holy Spirit. In his sermon to his
Jewish accusers, Stephen rebuked: “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers
did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51). Stephen’s comment concerned the Jewish
people as a whole who were stubborn, rebellious, and obstinate.
Because of their stubborn will, they were unwilling to submit to the
will of God. Thus, they resisted the Holy Spirit who revealed God’s
will to them.

Fourth, a person can defile the temple of the Holy Spirit. In
1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul wrote: “Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile
the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are.” The word “defile” means to “corrupt” or
“destroy.”3 The church (not individual Christians) is the temple of God
where the Holy Spirit dwells, and the way a person defiles the temple
of God is by making it common or profane rather than keeping it holy.

Fifth, a person can quench the Holy Spirit. Among other short
exhortations at the end of his first letter to the Christians of Thessaloni-
ca, Paul wrote: “Quench not the Spirit” (5:19). The word “quench”
means to extinguish.4 When a person rejects the Spirit of God, he
extinguishes the Spirit. Jeremiah said, God’s “word was in mine heart
as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing,
and I could not stay” (Jer. 20:9). In other words, he could not hold back
or extinguish God’s Word any longer. He had to obey and proclaim it.

Sixth, a person can grieve the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote: “And grieve
not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption” (Eph. 4:30). The word “grieve” means to make sorrowful,
bring heaviness, or to cause grief.5 In context, unholy actions such as
lasciviousness, lying, anger, thievery, and corrupt communication
causes the Holy Spirit to be grieved. When Christians no longer live in
godliness, they grieve “the holy Spirit of God.”

Seventh, a person can blaspheme the Holy Spirit. Jesus said: “And
whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be
forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it
shall not be forgiven” (Lk. 12:10). The word “blaspheme” means to
speak evil of.”6 The way a person speaks evil against the Holy Spirit is
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by rejecting the Word which He inspired and attributing it to a wicked
influence such as Satan and Beelzebub (Mt. 12:25-32).

What does all this have to do with the Holy Spirit and the Word?
Notice the correlation between rejecting the Word and sinning against
the Holy Spirit.

! When a person does “despite unto the Spirit of grace,” he has
rejected the Word of God which revealed Jesus to be the Son
of God.

! When a person resists the Holy Spirit, he has rejected the
Spirit’s revealed will of God.

! When a person quenches the Spirit today, he has extinguished
the burning of God’s Word within them.

! When a person grieves “the holy Spirit of God,” he is living
contrary to the will of God.

! When a person blasphemes the Holy Spirit, he has rejected
God’s Word and the miraculous manifestation of the Holy
Spirit of the first century which confirmed the Word was from
God.

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a Scriptural fact, and anyone
who denies such has denied the overwhelming evidence of the New
Testament. Therefore, the question is not whether the Spirit indwells,
but how the Spirit indwells. Does the Holy Spirit indwell Christians in
a personal way, or does the Holy Spirit indwell Christians representa-
tively through the Word? Good men of the past and present have
disagreed on this matter, and for the most part, brethren have not made
it a test of fellowship. However, there are those among us who have
taken the personal indwelling a step further and have said the Holy
Spirit helps them directly in their preaching/teaching and in their study.
This must be opposed for it is nothing less than a claim of miraculous
inspiration, which was prophesied to cease (1 Cor. 13:8-12), and was
done away at the end of the first century upon the death of the last
apostle (Acts 8:18-19).

Of course, those claiming “direct help” from the Holy Spirit deny
that it is miraculous. However, there is no difference between what they
claim and Paul’s description of the various miraculous manifestations
of the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul spoke of the miraculous
manifestations of “the word of wisdom,” “the word of knowledge,”
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“faith,” “prophecy,” and “discerning of spirits.” What were those
miraculous manifestations? They were the gaining of wisdom,
knowledge, and faith in a miraculous way (i.e., without the normal
process of learning the will of God). If the Holy Spirit helps directly in
a person’s preaching/teaching and in their study, is the person not
gaining wisdom, knowledge, and faith without going through the
normal process of learning the will of God? If the Holy Spirit helps
directly in a person’s preaching/teaching and in their study, is the
person not prophesying without going through the normal process of
learning the will of God? Additionally, if the Holy Spirit helps directly
in a person’s preaching/teaching and in their study, is the person not
discerning spirits without going through the normal process of learning
the will of God and evaluating the spirits accordingly? If the Holy
Spirit helps directly in a person’s preaching/teaching and in their study,
it is miraculous whether they claim it or not.

THE HOLY SPIRIT PLEADS!
The Holy Spirit—through the Word—is pleading with the world of

the unsaved to turn to God and be saved. He is also pleading with
Christians to continue in faithfulness. Please make note of the fact that
it is through the Word that the Holy Spirit does this and only through
the Word. The Holy Spirit appeals to the intellect and heart of man
through the power of the Gospel. When man reaches beyond this, he
reaches into subjectivism and emotionalism.

As Jesus prepared His disciples for His departure, He promised to
send another Comforter (Jn. 14:16). Later, in His discourse in the upper
room, Jesus revealed Who this Comforter is, and what this Comforter
would do. The other Comforter is “the Spirit of truth” (v. 17), or “the
Holy Spirit,” and His work was to teach the apostles all things, and
bring all things to their remembrance (v. 26). Further, He would
“reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (Jn.
16:8). Also, He would guide the apostles “into all truth” and show them
“things to come” (Jn. 16:13). With this in mind consider three state-
ments of inspiration.

First, consider Peter’s statement: “Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:20-21).
Although there is much confusion as to the meaning of “private
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interpretation,” it is simple to understand. In this passage, there is a
contrast being made between the “will of man” and “holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” Though some want to
apply “private interpretation” to man’s various interpretations today,
that is simply not what the text is saying. Peter wants his readers to
understand the Scriptures are not the product of the will of man or
man’s own private interpretation. The Pentateuch was not Moses’
private interpretation. The books of Jeremiah and Lamentations were
not Jeremiah’s private interpretation. The letters of Paul were not
Paul’s private interpretation. The same can be applied to every writer
of the sacred Scriptures. Rather than writing their private interpreta-
tions, the inspired writers were moved by the Holy Spirit. Thus, the
Holy Spirit had a part in the writing of the sacred Scriptures.

Second, consider Paul’s statement:
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit
of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual (1 Cor. 2:10-
13).

Only the Spirit of God could know the deep things of God. Thus, they
had to be revealed in order for man to know them. Without the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, one could not possess nor know the
revealed will of God. Thus, the things which the apostles and prophets
of the New Testament spoke were not according to the wisdom of men
but were taught by the Holy Spirit.

However, there are those who now contend that the Holy Spirit
helps them “non-informationally.” Supposedly, the Spirit helps them
in their preaching/teaching and in their study “non-informationally.”
What does that mean? If the Holy Spirit gives them words to speak, is
that not informational? If the Holy Spirit guides them with a particular
place to stand or gesture to make, is that not informational? If the Spirit
reveals a new twist or a new cross reference in their study, is that not
informational? Going back to what Paul wrote concerning the miracu-
lous manifestations of the Holy Spirit, which of them are “non-informa-
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tional”? When the first century populous saw these miraculous
manifestations of the Holy Spirit, did they not know the words of the
apostles and prophets were true? Is that not informational? So, are the
modern day proliferators receiving something more than the first
century Christians received? Of course, they really cannot explain what
the Holy Spirit gives them because, after all, that would be informa-
tional.

Third, consider Paul’s statement: “How that by revelation he made
known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men,
as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit”
(Eph. 3:3-5). The mystery of the Gospel was made known to Paul by
the Spirit. Thus, when one reads, he is reading what Paul understood by
revelation. This was not unique to Paul but was revealed in the same
manner to all of Christ’s holy apostles and prophets.

Thus, the Holy Spirit works today through the Spirit-inspired
Word. It is God’s revelation to man—for him to follow and to engraft
upon his heart and mind (Jas. 1:21; Heb. 8:10).

Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16, parallel passages, illustrate
this point. To the Christians of Ephesus, Paul wrote: “And be not drunk
with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18-19). To the
Christians of Colossia, Paul penned: “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). The parallel is evident! In the later part of the
verse(s), there is the parallel concerning singing, and in the first part of
the verse(s), there is the parallel of the indwelling Word and being
filled with the Spirit. Thus, being “filled with the Spirit” is the same as
“let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.” Woods
comments: “To be ‘filled with the Spirit,’ was, in the inspired apostle’s
concept, to allow ‘the word of Christ’ to dwell in you richly.”7

Further notice the parallel thoughts between the Holy Spirit, the
Word, and baptism.

! Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God (Jn. 3:5).
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! For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have
ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you
through the gospel (1 Cor. 4:15).

! And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:11).

! For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have
been all made to drink into one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13).

! That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word (Eph. 5:26).

! Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regener-
ation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Tit. 3:5).

! Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures (Jas. 1:18).

! Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever (1 Pet.
1:23).

Obviously there is a common theme within these passages—baptism.
What precipitated this new birth? Was it the Spirit, was it the Word, or
was it the Spirit through the Word? The Holy Spirit guides a person to
obedience of baptism—being born of water—through, or by means of,
the Spirit-inspired Word.

Further, it is interesting to see the correlation between the Holy
Spirit, the Word, and assurance.

! These things have I written unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life,
and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God (1 Jn.
5:13).

! Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because
he hath given us of his Spirit (1 Jn. 4:13).

! If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us (1 Jn. 1:10 ).
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! But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God
perfected: hereby know we that we are in him (1 Jn. 2:5).

A casual comparison of these verses indicates that when a person keeps
God’s Word, the Spirit dwells within him. Again observe: “[W]hoso
keepeth His word ... are in Him” (2:5), and those who are in Him have
His Spirit (4:13). Also, in light of these verses, take notice of the
connection between Christians dwelling in Christ, and the Holy Spirit
dwelling in Christians (4:13; 2:5). When Christians keep God’s Word,
they dwell in Christ, Christ dwells in them, and the Holy Spirit dwells
in them.

Since it is the case that the Holy Spirit, through the Spirit-inspired
Word, produces submission to the will of God in baptism and produces
assurance, then it must be the case that He can and does produce other
characteristics such as the fruit of the Spirit and wisdom. The various
characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Gal. 5:22-
23)—are taught within the pages of Holy Writ and are, therefore,
produced by the Word of God. It is not by some direct operation of the
Holy Spirit upon the heart of man. It is produced when one learns the
truth, opens his or her heart to the truth, and applies the truth to his or
her life. However, and again, there are those who say a person cannot
produce and/or possess the fruit of the Spirit from the “Word only.”

The expression, “fruit of the Spirit,” means “produce of the Spirit.”
In other words, what the Spirit produces. The Spirit revealed the Word
of God to holy men of God who wrote it down. When one reads this
Word, he understands the knowledge of God and His will that it
reveals, and when he applies what that Word reveals, he grows in the
various characteristics that the Word teaches. Thus, by this means,
those various characteristics are the products of the Holy Spirit.
Directly? No! They are produced indirectly through and by means of
the revealed Word of God. The reality is that God “hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). If men today
need more than the Word of God to possess the characteristics of the
fruit of the Spirit, then God has not “given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness.”

The same is true for wisdom. Wisdom is not something with which
a person is supernaturally endowed. When the Word of God is written
upon an individual’s heart and mind, and when the difficulties of life
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come upon him, with experience and knowledge, he comes to know
how to apply what he has learned from God. That is wisdom. That
person is not endowed by some outside force of wisdom, but he has
learned to apply the wisdom of God’s Word to his life. The most
foolish person is the one who has learned but who refuses to apply to
life what he has learned.

This is, in part, the point Jesus makes at the end of the Sermon on
the Mount, saying:

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house
upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it (Mt. 7:24-
27).

What made the wise man wise? Both the wise man and the foolish man
heard the Word, but only the wise man had the mind-set to apply what
he learned. There are many who hear the Word, yea even memorize it,
but who do not put God’s laws into their mind and write them in their
hearts (Heb. 8:10), and make them “the engrafted word” (Jas. 1:21).

Therefore, the Holy Spirit is pleading. He pleads with the alien
sinner and the Christian alike! His pleading neither comes as a still
small voice in the night nor in dreams and visions. The Holy Spirit
pleads only through His inspired Word.

RECEIVE THE PROMISE OF
THE SPIRIT THROUGH FAITH

In Galatians 3, Paul made an argument concerning the Christians
of Galatia. He asked: “This only would I learn of you, Received ye the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” (v. 2). Then,
in verse 5, he asked the same question: “He therefore that ministereth
to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” That ought to be simple
enough. They only have two choices: 1) The works of the law, or 2)
The hearing of faith. The “hearing of faith” can refer to the act of
hearing of faith or a thing heard.8 Woods notes: “The phrase, ‘by the
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hearing of faith’ is, literally, by the message of faith (margin, American
Standard Translation).”9 He continues:

Faith here is a synecdoche for the gospel ... The ‘gospel’
embraces the entire system of salvation. Thus, through the
Christian system the Spirit came to the Galatians. But how was
this system of faith made available to the Galatians? Though the
preaching of the word (Romans 10:17; ‘So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.’)10

Summing it up, Paul says: “That the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise
of the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:14). Both, Jews and Gentiles, were
recipients of the blessings of salvation through Christ as promised to
Abraham in Genesis 12:3 and 22:18. Taylor wrote: “The promise of the
Spirit through faith is the gospel of Christ.”11

With this as background, some of the works that both, the Holy
Spirit and the Word of God, accomplish must be pointed out.

! Both, the Spirit and the Word, instruct (Neh. 9:30; 2 Tim.
3:16-17).

! Both, the Spirit and the Word, convict (Jn. 16:8; Tit. 1:9).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, beget (2 Cor. 3:3; Jas. 1:18).
! Both. the Spirit and the Word, save (Tit. 3:5; Jas. 1:21).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, sanctify (1 Cor. 6:11; Jn 17:17).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, strengthen (Eph. 3:16; Acts

20:32).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, make free (Rom. 8:2; Jn. 8:32).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, lead (Rom. 8:14; Ps. 119:105).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, comfort (Acts 9:31; 1 Thess.

4:18).
! Both, the Spirit and the Word, have part in the new birth (Jn.

3:3-5; 1 Pet. 1:22-23).
The Holy Spirit deals with two kinds of persons—the alien sinners

and Christians. Only those who do not know the difference between
“right and wrong” (children who have not reached the age of account-
ability and those mentally incapable of doing so) are excepted. Since
non-Christians are influenced by the Holy Sprit through the Word, then
there are two possibilities: 1) The Holy Spirit works directly and
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immediately taking possession of the mind and will of man, or 2) The
Holy Spirit works by influencing and impressing ideas upon the mind
through teaching and words. The first possibility can be rejected for it
takes away God’s gift of choice. Several passages prove that the Holy
Spirit works by influencing non-Christians through teaching. For
example, Paul wrote: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). Also, Christians are
begotten with the Word of truth. James wrote: “Of his own will begat
he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of
his creatures” (Jas. 1:18).

Does the Holy Spirit indwell non-Christians who have been
influenced by the Word? Obviously not. There is a difference between
being influenced and writing truth upon one’s mind and heart. The seed
of the kingdom is the Word of God. The seed can be and is planted in
the soil of the heart of man. At this point, it obviously has influence.
However, it has not germinated. It does not grow into a healthy, vibrant
plant until the seed is transformed into a living plant. So, it is with
Christians. The seed, i.e., God’s Word, is planted into the heart. The
heart is influenced by the seed. However, it is not until the person
submits to the will of God by engrafting the Word upon his heart that
the Word truly indwells within him. When this takes place, the Holy
Spirit of God indwells that person as well.

In this same way, the Godhead indwells Christians. Christians are
led, guided, and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. This is a fact that
cannot be denied. It is also a fact that this offers much comfort and
assurance. However, the same could be said of each Person of the
Godhead. The Father dwells within Christians. In the seven “ones” of
Ephesians 4, Paul says the “One God and Father of all” is “in you all”
(4:6, emphasis added). Also, the Son dwells within Christians.
Declaring this certainty, Paul says: “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20, emphasis added).

Actually, Paul teaches that all three Persons of the Godhead dwells
within the Christian. Hear Paul as he imparts:

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is
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dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you
(Rom. 8:9-11).

Since it is the case that all three Persons of the Godhead dwell within
the Christian, then it must also be the case that all three Persons of the
Godhead dwell within the Christian in the same way. So, how does the
Godhead dwell within a Christian? The answer is found in Ephesians
3:17—“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love.” Again, since Christ dwells in the
Christian’s heart by faith, then all three Persons of the Godhead dwell
in the Christian’s heart by faith. How does this faith come? Romans
10:17 answers: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.”

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
Is the Holy Spirit the Word? Though those who believe in a

representative indwelling have been accused of believing the Holy
Spirit is the Word, the accusation is false. The Spirit is the provider of
the Word, but He is not the Word itself. Clearly answering this
question, Paul wrote: “But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:10-11). How does a man’s spirit reveal his
will? It does so through words either spoken or written. Is a person’s
spoken or written will his spirit? Of course not. He may choose to
completely reveal himself, or he may reveal only what he wants to
reveal, but in either case, no one would think his spoken or written will
is his spirit.

So it is with the Spirit of God. It is obvious that the Spirit of God
does not reveal everything there is to know about God. In the first
place, the finite minds of men cannot handle it. Nonetheless, Paul goes
on to say: “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God” (v. 12). Thus, Paul revealed only those “things that
are freely given to us of God.” Moses wrote: “The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this
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law” (Deut. 29:29). The secret things are those things not revealed.
What has been revealed belong unto men in order that they may fulfill
all of the revealed will of God.

Curiosity may cause one to wonder: “What are those things not
revealed?” However, because they are not revealed, there is no way of
knowing everything. Be that as it may, one can know that God works
among the nations, “for there is no power but of God: the powers that
be are ordained of God” (Rom. 13:1). Furthermore, a person can know
that God works through providence and that He answers prayers, but
how He does so is not for man to know—it is not part of the revealed
will of God. It is useless for one to speculate on that which God has not
revealed.

Did those of John 1:12 receive the Holy Spirit before becoming the
sons of God? This text says: “But as many as received him [Christ], to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.” Since those who received Christ had the power
to become the sons of God, it should be obvious that Christ influenced
them in some way. Before a person becomes a Christian, he must be
influenced in some way by the Word of God. In other words, a person
must grow in faith. The seed must germinate. If it does not, one still has
the power to become a son of God, but he has not become a son of
God. There is a difference! To receive Christ is not equal to Christ
dwelling within them. Though the two ideas are related, they are not
the same.

Through the memorization of Scripture, does the Word indwell, and
thereby does the Spirit indwell? Often, the proponents of the Spirit’s
personal indwelling use Acts 2:41 to argue that since those on the day
of Pentecost received the Word before they were baptized, if the Holy
Spirit indwells only representatively though the Word, it would mean
that one receives the Holy Spirit before he is baptized. Many in the
religious world, and even some atheists, have memorized Scriptures,
but they certainly do not have the Spirit indwelling them. Drunkards
might quote 1 Timothy 5:23—“Drink no longer water, but use a little
wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities”—however,
they would most certainly not have the Spirit of God indwelling them.
Why? The answer is obvious. They have neither written God’s law into
their minds and hearts (Heb. 8:10), nor made it “the engrafted word”
(Jas. 1:21). The words of Hebrews 4:2 ring loud: “For unto us was the
gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not
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profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.” Like the
foolish builder, they heard, but it was not united with faith, and they did
not act upon what they heard.

Another argument proponents of the personal indwelling use is
Acts 13 when the Jews first heard the Word of God, but they rejected
it (v. 46). Did they have the Spirit since they heard? In actuality, they
rejected the Word of God and judged themselves unworthy of everlast-
ing life. The Word was heard, but it was not received and it was not
permitted to geminate into the engrafted Word. They did not put it in
their minds and write it in their hearts. Woods expressed: “When the
Holy Spirit is allowed to control the thoughts and direct the life of the
person thus influenced, the Spirit dwells there—dwells there by means
of the word which motivates the life.”12

CONCLUSION
“Does one receive the Spirit when he receives the Word?” There is

a sense in which a person receives the Spirit when he receives the
Word. However, it must be understood in this light. When a person is
influenced by the Word, he is being influenced by the Holy Spirit of
God. If “receive” is understood as influence, then yes, one receives the
Spirit when he receives the Word.

Having said that, however, that is probably not what the one who
raised the question had in mind. Usually this question is posed as an
insurmountable obstacle for those who believe in the representative
indwelling of the Spirit. To answer this is to recognize the difference
between being influenced by the Spirit through, or by means of, the
Word and putting God’s laws into the mind, and writing them in the
heart (Heb. 8:10) to the extent that it becomes “the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls” (Jas. 1:21). The Spirit, like the other
Persons of the Godhead, dwells within a Christian through faith. “So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17). When man reaches beyond this, he reaches into subjectivism
and emotionalism.

The Holy Spirit, through the Word is pleading with all men. The
Spirit says: “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:3-4). Through another of his
penmen, He assures: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
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that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet.
3:9). The Holy Spirit appeals to the intellect and heart of man through
the power of the Gospel. All should be asked: “Are you listening?”

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan,
NJ: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1966), s.v. “despite.”
3 James Strong, Englishman-Strong’s Concordance, WORDsearch Corp. s.v.
“defile.”
4 Ibid., s.v. “quench.”
5 Ibid., s.v. “grieve.”
6 Ibid., s.v. “blaspheme.”
7 Guy N. Woods, Questions and Answers Open Forum Freed-Hardeman
College Lectures (Henderson, TN: Freed-Hardeman College, 1976), 280.
8 The Analytical Greek Lexicon (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1974), 13.
9 Woods, 279.
10 Ibid.
11 Robert R. Taylor, Jr., Studies in Galatians and Philippians (Ripley, TN:
Taylor Publishing, 1986), 51.
12 Woods, 279.
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